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MARIA SAIFUDDIN EFFENDI
July 2013
           
Career Objective
To serve as a Practitioner of Conflict Resolution (South Asia) 

       
Areas of Interests



South Asia (Conflict Resolution)

· CR Models, (Mutually Hurting Stalemate model, Readiness Theory and Interactive Conflict Resolution), Mediation (Problem Solving) Peacebuilding Models (Pyramid Analysis), Peace and Stability Operations.

·  Indigenous Solutions to intra-state conflicts in Pakistan (how to deal with non-state actors and secessionist elements through contextual/cultural conflict resolution mechanisms).

· Kashmir, Sri Lanka Conflict

· Pakistan Foreign Policy (US and India).

Current Occupation(s)
· Assistant Professor (Pakistan), February 2009-To Date (on leave to work with NESA NDU – USA September 2012 – June 2013), Peace and Conflict Studies, Faculty of Contemporary Studies, National Defence University (NDU), Islamabad. Also Member of Board of Studies and Incharge Co and Extracurricular Activities.  

Professional Experience 
· Pakistan International Fellow/Visiting Professor 2012 – 13 (USA), Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies (NESA) – National Defence University, Department of Defence – Washington DC (USA). As part of Fellowship, have been working on my book “Developing Indigenous Conflict Resolution Model for Pashtoon Societies: A Case Study of Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa in Pakistan”. Also being Faculty at NESA Center, I occasionally deliver lectures and spoke at  in-house seminars and other forums in DC. I have organized a roundtable on “Pakistan and South Asia” for Pakistani scholars and nuclear experts on 10 April 2013 at NESA Center.
· Director Operations February-March 2011– Search for Common Ground (Washington D.C. – Islamabad) – worked as team member in evaluation of the project “Radio for Peacebuilding”, implemented by SFCG with support of The Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Pakistan in 2009-10. The project evaluation was a joint collaboration of Department of Peace and Conflict Studies – NDU and SFCG Pakistan. 
· Consultant – Conflict Resolution October 2010, Search for Common Ground (Washington D.C.– Islamabad), served under the project “Radio for Peacebuilding”. Designed the “Trainers’ Manual” and training sessions/simulations for the participants of the workshops.
· Rotary World Peace Fellow 2006-08 (UK): a combination of studies and ambassadorial duties, completed M.S (Conflict Resolution, July 2009), University of Bradford and performed as an Ambassador of Peace in different capacities around Europe. 
· Rotary Research Fellow at SIPRI (Sweden), June-August 2007: to write a monograph on ‘Iran Nuclear Crisis and its Implications for Pakistan’ and work on my thesis “Ripeness in Kashmir Conflict” under Armed Conflict Project at Stockholm International Peace Research Institute ( Stockholm, Sweden).

· International Research Member (Japan), July 2005 to 2007, The International Research Forum on SAARC (IRF-SAARC), Tokyo, Japan, under the project of Developing Intellectual Reliance Network in South Asia (IRNSA), in collaboration with Japan Foundation. 

· Research Scholar (Pakistan), September 2002-January 2009 (on study leave in 2006-08), Institute of Regional Studies, Islamabad, Pakistan.

· Kodikara Fellow 2005-06 (Sri Lanka), to write a book on “Role of Third-Party in Conflict Resolution: A Case Study of India and Norway in Sri Lanka”, Regional Centre of Strategic Studies (Colombo, Sri Lanka).

· Research Assistant (Pakistan), January-August 2002, The Pakistan Institute of International Affairs, Karachi, Pakistan.

· Columnist (Pakistan), June-August 2001, Globe (monthly magazine) Karachi, Pakistan.    

· Research Assistant (Pakistan), February-August 2001, under the project of United States Institute of Peace (USIP) in collaboration with Department of International Relations, University of Karachi, Program on Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution. The project was entitled, “The Role and Relevance of Confidence-Building in Post - Nuclear South Asia”.
    Scholastics

· M.A., Conflict Resolution - July 2009, University of Bradford, UK. Topic of dissertation “Understanding Ripeness in Kashmir: Insights from and the Limitations of the MHS Model”. Research Supervisor was Dr. Shaun Gregory. 

· M.A, International Relations - 2002, Secured Ist Class, University of Karachi, Pakistan.

· B.A (Honours) International Relations - 2001, Secured Ist Class, University of Karachi, Pakistan.

Certificate Courses/ Training Workshops Attended

As Practitioner

· Attended workshop “Developing Scenario-Based Training on Religion and Conflict Prevention and Mitigation,” hosted jointly by the Conflict and Stabilization Operations Bureau at the State Department, the International Peace and Security Institute, and Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies’ (SAIS) Global Politics and Religion Initiative on 7 February 2013 at Johns Hopkins SAIS, Washington DC.
· Attended a two day conference “The New Geo-politics of Peace Operations: A Dialogue with Emerging Powers – South Asia Regional Dialogue”, 16-17 April 2012, at Kathmandu (Nepal), organized by Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. 

· Served as an “IPSI Team Member, Co-Trainer and Student Mentor”  in one-month International Summer Symposium on Conflict Prevention, Resolution and Reconciliation, Bologna (Italy), 17 June-19 July 2010 and 22 June – 25 July 2011, organized by International Peace and Security Institute (IPSI-Washington DC) in collaboration with John Hopkins University Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS-USA) 

· Attended a three day workshop as a faculty member; “National Youth Conference” in 8-10 August 2010, organized by Bargad Organization for Youth Development in collaboration with United Nations Population Fund in Lahore (Pakistan). 

· Attended Defence Diplomacy among 28 countries of the world as delegate from Pakistan - Shangri-La Dialogue: 8th Asia Security Summit, organized by International Institute of Strategic Studies (IISS, London), held in Singapore, 29-31st May 2009. 

· Participated in a Government Delegation to sign an MoU with a Russian think-tank, as Young Delegate under the scholar’s exchange program between Institute of Regional Studies (Islamabad) and Institute of Oriental Studies (Moscow, Russia), held in Moscow on 7-15 August 2004. 

As Participant/Student of CR

· Advance course and practical training (Mediation) on ‘Transcend Nordic Mediation, Conflict Resolution, New Perspectives on Peace Work’, organized by Transcend Peace University, held in Jondal (Norway), 6-10 August 2007. I was privileged of being trained in Mediation by Professor Johan Galtung (Pioneer theorist of Conflict Transformation and Peace Studies). 

· Fourth Annual Conference on “Conflict Transformation”, organized by Women in Security, Conflict Management and Peace (WISCOMP), held in New Delhi (India), 1-10 October 2005.

· Workshop on “Basic Theatre Techniques”, organized by School of Human Rights (Islamabad), 7-8 February 2005.

· Sixth Winter Workshop on “Sources of Conflicts in South Asia”, organized by Regional Center for Strategic Studies (Sri Lanka), held in Katmandu (Nepal), 1-10 October 2004.  

· A short course on “International Humanitarian Law”, conducted by International Committee of Red Cross, Delegates in Pakistan, in Islamabad, 8-12 March 2004.
Honours/Scholarships Received 

· Nominated as “Pakistan International Fellow” at Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies – NDU (USA) for 2012 - 13, first from National Defence University – Pakistan. Working on a book on “Developing Indigenous Conflict Resolution Models for Pashtoon Society: A Case study of KPK in Pakistan”.
· Selection as First Pakistani Female Rotary World Peace Fellow, and shortlisted in competition of around 7000 applicants from all over the world, by Rotary International USA, December 2005.

· Kodikara Research Awardee 2005-06, Regional Center for Strategic Studies, Sri Lanka. 

· Nomination as International Research Member, International Research Forum on SAARC (IRF-SAARC), Tokyo-Japan in March 2005.

· Selection as a Young Delegate under the scholar’s exchange program between Institute of Regional Studies (Islamabad) and Institute of Oriental Studies (Moscow, Russia), held in Moscow on 7-15 August 2004. 

Projects at Hand 
· Concepts of Peace and Conflict Resolution in Quranic Literature, a research paper to be published in any recognized journal. 

             Lectures/Papers Delivered 

i) Lecture “Afghanistan: Post 2014 and beyond”, at College of International Security Affairs (CISA) – National Defence University (Washington DC), on 4 February 2013.

ii) Presentation “National Security Issues, Trends and Challenges of Pakistan and Afghanistan”, at US National Security Program, The Brookings Institution – Washington DC on 5 December 2012.

iii) Lecture “Role of Media in Conflict Prevention, Resolution and Management”, delivered at “National Media Workshop 2012”, National Defence University Islamabad, on 3 July 2012.

iv) Lecture “Peacebuilding: Concepts and Models”, delivered to the participants (Army Personnels from Allied Forces) of National Security Course at National Security and War Studies College, NDU – Islamabad,  on 16 March 2012.

v) Delivered a lecture “Negotiations Skills: Theory and Issues” to the participants of National Security Course at National Security and War Studies College, NDU – Islamabad on 13 October 2011.

vi) Presented a paper on “Conflict Transformation: A Case study of Pakistan” and coordinated with Program on Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution, Department of International Relations – University of Karachi to organize a two day regional workshop on “Conflict Transformation and Challenge of Peace, held on 6-7 December 2010 in collaboration with Hanns Seidel Foundation Islamabad.

vii) “Role of United Nations in inter-state conflicts: A case study of Kashmir”, paper presented at Second Annual Peace Studies Conference 27-29 September 2010, organized by Grand Rapids College, Michigan - USA. 
viii) “Conflict Resolution Research in Pakistan: Scope and Challenges to the Development of the Discipline”, presented in a Regional Workshop Conflict Resolution Research, organized by Department of International Relations, University of Karachi in collaboration with Hanns Seidel Foundation Islamabad, Karachi, 10-11 November 2009.

ix) “Peace is Possible in Kashmir”, presented in Paul Harris Seminar, in collaboration with Rotary Center of International Studies, University of Bradford and Rotary International (USA), 3 November 2007, Bradford, UK.

x)  “Ibberatxe Proposal and Kashmir Issue”, group presentation at WISCOMP’s Annual Conference on Conflict Transformation, 8 October 2005, New Delhi.

xi) “Conceptual Study on Human Security”, group presentation at RCSS Winter Workshop on “Sources of Conflict in South Asia”, October 10, 2004, Kathmandu, 

xii) “Vision of South Asia 2047: Perceptions on Conflict Resolution”, presented in an international workshop on “Paradigms of Conflict Resolution in South Asia”, December 22-23, 2001, organized by the Department of International Relations, University of Karachi in collaboration with Regional Institute of Peace and Security Studies, Karachi.

Other Skills 








Computer Literate (MS Office)







Fluent in English and Urdu, spoken Hindi and Punjabi 

Personal Information

Nationality: Pakistani

Religion: Islam

Marital Status: Single

             Extra curricular activities
Painting, traveling, reading, listening to Music, hanging out with friends etc.

Address for Correspondence 

National Defence University, Sector E-9. Islamabad

Email      
mariasaif@yahoo.com  maria_saif1@hotmail.com
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